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Education

Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota, 2007-2009. Masters of Education in Foreign Language Instruction, 2009. Thesis: Facebook interactions and writing skills of Spanish language students. 

University of Minnesota, Morris, Morris, Minnesota, 2000-2001 and 2004.  30 credits of coursework in Education to obtain Minnesota teacher licensures (Spanish 7-12 in 2001, Spanish K-12 in 2004, still current).    

Lesley University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1987-1990.  B.S. in Human Services, 1990.  Coursework in Management and Intercultural Relations, including six graduate courses. 

Central University of Venezuela, Caracas, Venezuela, 1983-1987.   Coursework in sciences. 



Employment


Spanish Teaching Specialist, University of Minnesota, Morris, Humanities Division.  2008-present.    Courses taught:

Span 1001   Beginning Spanish I  (Fall 2008, two sections; Summer 2009; Fall 2009, two sections) 
Span 1002   Beginning Spanish II ( Fall 2009; Summer 2010; Spring 2011)
Span 2002   Intermediate Spanish II (Spring 2009, two sections; Spring 2010, two sections; incorporated social networking into the curriculum to create more opportunities for Spanish use outside the classroom)
Span 2001   Intermediate Spanish I (Fall 2010, two sections)
Span 3002   Spanish Composition and Conversation II (Spring 2011, two sections) 

Mentor to one student in Multi-Ethnic Student Mentorship program, 2010-2011.  Academic advisor to three students in 2010-2011.



Education Teaching Specialist, University of Minnesota, Morris, Education Division.  2005-present.    Courses taught:

LanE 4123 Methods of Teaching Foreign Language K-12 (Fall 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010)
Ed     2101  Foundations and Issues in Education.  (Fall 2007)
Ed     2111 Tutor-aide practicum.  (Fall 2007)
SeEd 4102  Teaching and Learning Strategies (Fall 2007) 
SeEd 4103  Practicum Experience in the middle and secondary school. (Fall 2007, 2008)
SeEd 4201  Directed Student Teaching in the Middle and Secondary School (Spring 			2008)
SeEd 4204  Directed Student Teaching in the International School at the middle and 			secondary level (Spring 2008, 2009) 
SeEd 4901 The Teacher and Professional Development (Spring 2008)


Spanish Teacher, Morris Area High School.  1999-2007.   Courses taught:

Introductory eighth grade Spanish
Spanish I 
Spanish II,
Spanish III (through University of Minnesota Crookston for college credits)

Generally taught five classes per semester and a duty.   Also served as Spanish Club advisor and supervisor of Spanish student teachers.

Spanish Teacher, South Brunswick High School, South Brunswick, New Jersey, February-June 1999.  Taught four regular sections of Spanish II and another section of Spanish II for students who have difficulty learning.   

Substitute Teacher, South Brunswick Public Schools, October 1998 to February 1999.  
Substitute taught in many capacities at the elementary, middle, and high school level.  

Teacher Aide, Cambridge Public Schools, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1990-1991.  Full-time aide in a first grade class of a Spanish-English bilingual immersion program.  

Teacher Aide, Venezuelan Society for Autistic Children, Caracas, Venezuela, 1981-1982.  Planned and conducted recreational and educational activities of autistic children, ages 7-12.  





Professional Associations 


American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages

Minnesota Council on the Teaching of Languages and Cultures

Foreign Language Association of the Red River

American Association of the Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese.  Treasurer of Minnesota Chapter, 2010-present.


Employment-related activities


Co-presenter at the 7th International Conference on Language Teacher Education, CARLA Institute, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, May, 2011

Co-adviser, UMM, Morris, Spanish club “Vamos Juntos” 2010-present

Guest speaker at the UMM course “Leftist Regimes in Contemporary Latin America”, December, 2010 

Presenter, FLARR Foreign Language Association of the Red River Fall Conference conference, Moorhead, Minnesota, October 2010, “Technology Supported Pedagogy for 21st Century Digital Native Speakers”

Presenter, MCTLC, Minnesota Council on the Teaching of Languages and Cultures, State conference, Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 2010, “Using Facebook Activities to Improve Writing Skills of Language Students” 

Presenter, ACTFL American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, National Conference, Boston, November 2010, “Facebook Interactions and Writing Skills of Spanish Language Students”

Organizer, UMM Spanish table, February 2010-present.

Reviewer, Hispania, A journal devoted to the teaching of Spanish and Portuguese, published by the AATSP.   Reviewed a research paper, March 2010.

Judge, Festival Quijote 2010, the state Spanish contest at St. Olaf College in February sponsored by the Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese, Minnesota Chapter.  

Local organizer, Worked at and attended the 2010 Central States Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.  March 2010, Minneapolis, MN. 

Content advisory committee member for Minnesota Board of Teaching. Reviewed new Minnesota content test for Spanish Teaching Licensure, October 2009 and February 2010.  

Presenter, Foreign Language Association of the Red River Fall Conference, October 2009 “Integrating the use of Facebook and some of its features to improve Spanish students’ writing skills.”

Participant, ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview training, March 2009 (Milwaukee, WI) and August 2009 (Bemidji, MN).

Designed and published an Integrated Performance Assessment unit, “Students and their contributions towards a greener campus,” 2008.  At
Teacher-Developed IPA from Virtual Assessment Center at Carla 

Search Committee Member for Tenure-track Secondary Education position, 2007-2008.

Organizer of the community activities for UMM Fulbright professor Marisol Reyes. Scheduled and conducted meetings to schedule Prof. Marisol Reyes’s outreach activities in the Morris community Fall, 2010.

Trip leader, 2001-2007. Led high school students on Spanish immersion trips to Mexico (five times) and Costa Rica (once).   

Staff Development Committee Member, Morris Area High School, 2000-2007 (elected position).    Disbursed staff development funds.   

Reviewer, Minnesota Board of Education, 2006. Trained to evaluate and recommend that licensure standards are taught and assessed in teachers licensure program in Spanish through  the Professional Education Program Evaluation Report (PEPER) 

Program Reviewer panel, Minnesota Board of Teaching, 2006. The panel theme was to evaluate reports submitted by teachers preparation programs to evidence their compliance with MN teacher license program standards.


Curricular Innovations

Integration of the use of social network site in Intermediate Spanish II, Spring 2009 and Spring 2010.

Conversion of  2000 and 3000 level Spanish courses to a more technology-based environment.  Summer 2010 (EDP), Fall 2010, Spring 2011. 



Awards
Cesar Chávez Award, University of Minnesota, Morris 2010.

Morris Area School District Teacher of the Year, 2006-2007.  

Grants

Out of State Travel Allowance, March 2009; November 2010.

Educational Development Program grant, Summer 2010 $530

Faculty Research Enhancement Funds, October 2010 $300 (two)

UMM Library Grant, $500, April 2008.


Volunteer Work

Interpreter and Translator for the Hancock Public School 2007-present.

Board Member, Stevens County Red Cross, 2004-present.

Board Member, Prairie Community Services, 2002-2004. 

Vice-president, South Brunswick pre-school PTA, 1997-1999.  Served families of South Brunswick pre-school age children.  

Facilitator, South Brunswick EPIC Program, 1998-1999.  Conducted workshops for improving parenting skills.  

Volunteer Spanish teacher, South Brunswick Public Schools, 1997-1999.  Planned and gave weekly Spanish lessons to a kindergarten and a first grade.  
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