Silk Roads Assignment 

Today we started preparing for next Tuesday’s Silk Road activity in class.  The following regions have been assigned to each section:


Attina’s Group
-
Central Asia / Middle East


Gene’s Group

-
Africa


Mike’s Group 

-
China


Dugan’s Group 
-
Europe (western/Byzantine)


Kele & Mars’ Group
-
India

 Each person in the section will develop a historically plausible character from that area, along the lines of those in the Life Along the Silk Roads book.  

Today in sections you took some time as a group to discuss what you know about the region and possible lifestyles/reasons for traveling the roads.  As you come up with ideas for your characters, please make sure that there is diversity of status, role, regional origins, gender, religion, and reasons for travel (ie, there should be a mix of different types of people (such as soldiers, musicians, missionaries, merchants, students, bureaucrats, etc.).

Your group’s success next Tuesday will depend in part upon the extent to which you can support and aid one another along the way, so communication will be vital.  I will also be evaluating you on both historical knowledge and creativity in the materials, so do your best to develop rich backstories!
· Step 1:
 fill out the Silk Road questionnaire attached here based on your character.  Bring the completed sheets to class on Tuesday!
· Step 2: After you have completed the sheet on Thurs/Fri and understand your character’s identity and goals, please write a short personal ad of no more than 100 words describing yourselves (in character), what you’re seeking, what you have to offer, etc.  It must include the character’s name, role, and place of origin.  These are to be emailed to me by midnight on Saturday night (deanej@morris.umn.edu)
