History 1101:  World History to 1500
Professor Jennifer Deane

Fall 2010
Research Portfolio Assignment

Due in class:  Thursday December 9
Over the course of this semester, we will have covered an enormous chronological, geographical, and topical spectrum of material.   Since we have only been able to address each region and era in an introductory manner, I expect that each of you has found at least one issue, topic, figure, or question that you would like to pursue further.  

Your assignment is to produce a research portfolio of source materials on any topic relevant to world history before 1500.  The goals of this assignment are to spark your historical imagination and to apply basic historical research methods to a specific topic that interests you:  the end result will be a collection of materials, as follows.  The assignment is not a paper, just the research.
Your materials should be stapled or collected in a small folder, including the following:

· Bibliography including at least 3 books, 3 articles (secondary sources) and at least 3 relevant primary sources (literature, documents or images from the time period you are studying).  If you have had time to read any of these, please indicate it in your portfolio and describe your response in your statement.  See citation requirements on next page.

· At least one scholarly review of a book related to your topic.  Please print and include the review with your materials.  To find reviews, search reference databases such as JSTOR, Project Muse, and Academic Search Premier (search by topic keywords & ‘review’). 

· Any additional materials such as articles, images, website references, etc. that you want

· A 2-3 page written statement describing the topic that you have selected.  Questions to consider include, but are not limited to:  Why did you choose it?  What about the subject has captivated your interest?  Did you have any difficulty finding relevant materials?  What issues came up in the review you found?  How might you pursue this topic on your own time or in future coursework?  What questions would you like to explore?  This does not have to be a formal essay, but should be thoughtfully written and carefully proofread.
Sample Topics (these are only suggestions – please come up with your own!)
Prehistoric artwork



ancient slavery

social history of India

Monasticism




Shihuangdi’s tomb

Great Wall of China

Construction of Egyptian pyramids

Neo-Confucianism

shipbuilding techniques
The Ramayana or Iliad or Aeneid 

the Royal Road

sericulture

Ancient Judaism



Muslim Spain


Mongolian warfare
Yellow Turban uprising


Lady Murasaki

Native American trade

Viking settlements



Buddha’s footprints 

medieval currency















(over)

Suggested Research Steps
Once you have identified a topic that interests you, check out the following online resources, available through the Briggs Library homepage http://www.morris.umn.edu/library/.  Click “Article and Reference Databases” on upper left hand corner of library home page:
1. WorldCat (global catalogue of every printed book)
· Search by key words, language, author, etc.  Try many combinations and do at least 5-10 searches with different key words.  Be critical of the titles presented – which are really appropriate for your topic?  Would you truly be interested in reading it?  


· The system will let you know if a book is in the UMM Briggs library.  If not, you can click on the title and then click “Borrow this from another library” and fill out the form for a free interlibrary loan.  Make sure you note the book’s author, title, press and date.
2.  JSTOR or Project Muse (searches scholarly journals – look here for articles and reviews)

· Click “search” and then enter key words.  Otherwise, same directions as for Academic Search Premier.  Both will usually give you access to a free download or printout of the article, which is handy.


3.  Academic Search Premier (searches a variety of journals – use for articles and reviews)

· Search by key word in the box at the top of the screen  


· If you want only scholarly journals (worth checking out), click the box labeled “Scholarly (peer-reviewed) journals” before your search.  This will give you only articles which serious scholars have written and had evaluated by their peers before publication.  However, you are free to include any type of material you would like.  As with any online research search, be sure to look carefully through the results you get and keep trying.  When you find one you like, see if you can get the text online and note down the citation (name, author, journal name, number, date and page numbers)

Preferred Citation Style (Chicago) for Books and Articles

Book
Horden, Peregrine and Nicholas Purcell. The Corrupting Sea:  A Study of Mediterranean History Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 2000.
Article 
Dramer, Kim.   “Terra Cotta Soldiers Displayed.” Archaeology, vol. 48 (1995): 20 – 28
  

