History 1101:  World History to 1500

Professor J. Deane

Fall 2010 / Week 9_2
Thurs 10/21
Read for today:  Strayer, “Eurasian Empires” (partial chapter), pp.165-169; “Considering the Evidence,” pp.176-179; Strayer, “Eurasian Cultural Traditions” (partial chapter), pp.197-202; Strayer, “The Good Life in Classical Eurasia,” pp.219-221, 227-235
(Strayer, Eurasian Empires)  Why were centralized empires so much less prominent in India than in China?
How does Strayer characterize the relationship between classical empires and the twentieth century?

(Considering the Evidence/Ashoka)  How would you describe Ashoka’s philosophy of state?

How might Han Fei have responded to Ashoka’s ideas?

What specific changes did Ashoka make in state policies and practices?

How might you compare Ashoka’s and Shihuangdi’s approaches to rule?

(Strayer, Cultural Traditions)  In what ways did the religious traditions of South Asia change over the centuries?

In what ways did Buddhism reflect Hindu traditions?

And on the other hand, in what ways did it challenge those traditions?

What is the difference between the Theravada and Mahayana expressions of Buddhism?

What new emphases characterized Hinduism as it responded to the challenge of Buddhism?
(Considering the Evidence/Bhagavad Gita)  What is Krishna’s answer to the dilemma of how to live well in the world?

How does Krishna encourage Arjuna to perform his duty? What is the good society in this point of view?

What major themes of Hindu teaching can you find in this passage?

(Considering the Evidence/Buddha)   Why might the wheel serve as an effective symbol of the Buddha’s message?

What overall religious message might this footprint convey to those who gazed upon it?

Why did human images of the Buddha emerge?  What overall impression is the statue on p.230 intended to convey?

What features of the statue do you find striking?  What about those on pp.232 and 233?
