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Read for today:  Strayer, “The Worlds of the 15th Century” (cont.), pp.588-600; Diamond, "Hemispheres Colliding," pp.354-375; White, “Indian Peoples and the Natural World:  Asking the Right Questions” (PDF link on site)
(Strayer)  What distinguished the Inca and Aztec empires from each other?

How did Aztec religious thinking support the empire?

In what ways did Inca authorities seek to integrate their vast domains?

In what different ways did the peoples of the fifteenth century interact with one another?

What does Strayer mean by “Contingency in world history”?

(Diamond) What has been the largest population replacement of the last 13,000 years?  

What is the basic question Diamond sets out to ask in this chapter? 

What different food-production factors does Diamond claim influenced the arrival of Europeans in the Americas instead of vice-versa?

Diamond claims that food production was an ultimate cause of disparity between Eurasian and native American societies.  What does he argue were the most important proximate factors?

What does he suggest is the role of different political organizations in shaping European-American contact?  What do you think about this argument?

What is the basis of his claim that the “trajectories of all key developments shifted to later dates in the Americas than Eurasia”?

What are the three sets of ultimate factors that “tipped the advantage to European invaders of the Americas”?  

What were the consequences of European guns, germs, and steel for native American populations?  

And what has been the historical significance of this demographic shift?

(White)   What are the most basic tasks of the historical method?

What are the two big questions White pursues in this chapter?

What does he mean by saying that “few terms in contemporary discourse are more contested than nature and Indians”?

How does he criticize the assumptions of other scholars about the link between native Americans and nature?

Why does he say that the question “were Indians environmentalists” is a bad historical question?

Why can’t historians assume that modern Indian groups are the same as those in the past bearing the same name?  

What are the specific challenges of trying to reconstruct early Indian histories?

How might the study of languages be particularly useful in this endeavor?

Does White think that interdisciplinary work is valuable or problematic?  

