History 1101:  World History to 1500

Professor J. Deane

Fall 2010 / Week 12_2
Thurs 12_2
Read for today:  Strayer, “China and the World,” pp.379-405; “Considering the Evidence / Japanese Civilization,” pp.406-423; Whitfield, chapter 1 "The Merchant,” 
Note: Because the material is becoming ever more complex in this final section of the course, I’m taking the review questions to a broader level.  You should still consider the questions in the margins as you read, but the following reflect the broader level of analysis I’ll be asking you for on the final.

(Strayer)  In what ways did Tang and Song dynasty China resemble the classical Han dynasty period?  In what ways had China changed?

Based on this chapter, how would you respond to the idea that China was a self-contained or isolated civilization?

In what different ways did nearby peoples experience their giant Chinese neighbor, and how did they respond to it?

How can you explain the changing fortunes of Buddhism in China?

How did China influence the world beyond East Asia?  How was China itself transformed by its encounters with a wider world?

(Considering the Evidence)  How might Shotoku define an ideal Japanese state, based on The Seventeen Article Constitution of 604?    

Based on Dogen, Writings on Zen Buddhism (13th century), why do you think Zen Buddhism was particularly attractive for Japan’s warlords and its samurai warrior class?  And what understandings lie behind its strict discipline?    

In Kitabatake Chikafusa’s Chronicle of the Direct Descent of Gods and Sovereigns (1339), what was distinctive about Japan in comparison to China and India?  How did he understand the place of Confucianism and Buddhism in Japan, and their relationship to Shinto beliefs?

What impression of male/female court relations does Sei Shonagon present in her Pillow Book (c.1000)?   How does court life reflect the influence of classical ‘isms’ or religious beliefs?

Based on the accounts of warrior culture (document 9.5), how would you define the ideal samurai?  And how does this type of life reflect the influence of classical ‘isms’ or religious beliefs?

Which of the visual materials do you think is most striking, and why?  Be prepared to discuss.

(Whitfield) Who is the main character in this story, where is he from, and what did he trade?  Find his home and travel route on the map she provides in the first pages of the book.

What are the big political influences on the silk roads at this time?  

How does she describe the city of Chang’an?  Why would he be unable to return to it after this trip?

Be able to identify 5 types of information necessary to being a successful merchant on the silk roads in the 8th century.

What did you find the most interesting part of this story, and why?

