History 1101:  World History to 1500

Professor J. Deane

Fall 2010 / Week 12_1
Tues 11/9
Read for today:  Strayer, “The Big Picture:  Defining a Millennium,” pp.333-346; “Commerce and Culture, 500 – 1500,” pp.346-355; Whitfield, Life Along the Silk Road, Preface/Intro ix-26.

(Strayer)  What are the big picture themes and issues for this final section of the class?  What does Strayer particularly want you to pay attention to as we trace global comparison, connection, and change between 500 and 1500?

What lay behind the emergence of Silk Road commerce?  And what kept it going for so many centuries?

What made silk such a highly desired commodity across Eurasia?

What were the major economic, social, and cultural consequences of Silk Road commerce?

What accounted for the spread of Buddhism along the Silk Roads?

What was the impact of disease along the Silk Roads?

How did the operation of the Indian Ocean trading network differ from that of the Silk Roads?

What lay behind the flourishing of Indian Ocean commerce in the postclassical millennium?

(regional case studies: think comparatively between India and East Africa here) 

· What is the relationship between the rise of Srivijaya and the world of Indian Ocean commerce?



· And what was the role of Swahili civilization in the world of Indian Ocean commerce?

What changes did trans-Saharan trade bring to West Africa?

In what ways did networks of interaction in the Western Hemisphere differ from those in the Eastern Hemisphere?



(Whitfield)  What is the aim of this book according to the author’s preface?  How does this approach compare to other secondary historical texts we’ve read?

Look carefully at the map she provides of the Silk Roads in Central Asia.  What boundaries or features do you notice?  Where were the key points of commercial intersection?

What does it mean to say that Central Asia is “usually defined negatively”?

What source materials help us reconstruct life on the Silk Roads between 500 and 1500?

What kinds of problems/challenges face historians studying Central Asia and these routes in particular?

What kinds of historical upheaval or transformation affected Central Asia in the period we’re studying now?

Do you find Whitfield’s religions/cultural/topographical introduction to Central Asia useful?  What would you have added, if anything?

· As noted on the class website, you will be reading a selection of chapters from Whitfield (at least 5, and more if you choose!)  Please take a moment to flip through the chapters and think about which you might like to select.  You will be evaluated on your comprehension of the chapters you choose.

