CUBA  POWER POINT SHOW

CUBAN REVOLUTION

1	In 1512 Diego Velázquez de Cuellar landed on the eastern tip of Cuba and began the conquest.  The Spaniards slaughtered 1000s of indigenous inhabitants.  Encomienda forced Indians to labor for Spaniards; it was abolished in 1542.  Only 5000 remained by 1550; African slaves introduced.

U.S. independence in 1776:  U.S. provided 1/3 of Cuba’s imports, purchased ½ of its exports; U.S. tried to annex Cuba

2	The Cross-Cultural Solutions Group:  


Dave, Marsha, Art, Joel, Renae, Judith, Fred, Dave, Justin, Ramsey
Donna, Anne, Judy, Meryle, Cecilia, Meital
 

3	José Martí Monument (1853-95)
Hero of Cuban independence, great Hispanic writer.  Martí spent 14 years in exile after being arrested for treason.

he was from a poor immigrant family
  
In 1848 the U.S. tried to buy Cuba from Spain.  
The 10 years’ war (1868-78) began with a slave rebellion led by Carlos Céspedes; 

	Martí (age 16) took part in a revolt, was sentenced to 6 years;
authorities found a note he wrote to a schoolmate supporting revolution & opposing colonial rule; he was exiled in 1871

the struggle for independence from Spain was lost.
It decimated the landowning class & hindered formation of a landed elite; the U.S. filled that void (sugar mills, merchant houses)
  
Martí went to the university in Spain; then NY

Martí detested U.S. materialism and exploitation of the poor; he advocated racial equality.  He published articles denouncing U.S. imperialism

He returned to Cuba in 1878 under an amnesty for political exiles and was shocked at the treatment of black slaves in Cuba; he and Cuban nationalists went into exile and plotted a new rebellion.  Slavery was abolished in 1886
  
He founded the Cuban Revolutionary Party in 1892; war broke out in 1895. 

Sec. of State James Blaine:   “Cuba is the key to the gulf of Mexico…and extended trade in the W. Hemisphere.  Cuba must…become American and not fall under any other European domination”
 
Fearful of U.S. imperialism, and annexation,
Martí returned to Cuba in 1895 to lead the 2nd war of independence; The U.S. seized the ships and he was killed, leaving Antonio Maceo and Máximo Gómez to lead the war. 
  
The U.S. which had been trying to purchase Cuba, snatched victory from them 3 years later.



4	José Martí:  He also fought for social justice and would have disparaged the lack of freedom of expression under the Castro regime



5	José Martí Tomb in Santiago de Cuba

Both Cuban exiles in Florida and Revolutionaries in Cuba claim their heritage from Martí


6	Monument to Antonio Maceo, Santiago de Cuba 
(with machetes)
This is actually 2 monuments, one of Maceos and the other the machetes representing the revolution.

He was Afro-Cuban, as were most of his soldiers; He advocated abolition


Antonio Maceo led rebels in the war of independence, and made contact with Martí.  Máximo Gómez and Maceo travelled west to Las Villas, Matanzas, and Pinar del Río, burning cane fields, plantations, and towns.  

Destruction of property led the Americans to support independence.

Maceo was killed by the Spanish in 1896.




7	Monument to the Maine
In 1898 the U.S. sent the battleship Maine to Havana; 
it mysteriously exploded.
  
The U.S. declared war on Spain and attacked the Spanish at San Juan Hill, Santiago de Cuba. 
 
Theodore Wilson led the “Rough Riders” and claimed victory 
(we were informed he was never really there, but 2 km. away) 
and the Spaniards surrendered (Spanish-American War).

	The U.S. occupied Cuba from 1899-1902.  Its goals:  to make Cuba a protectorate; to repair destruction from the war; to absorb Cuba into the U.S. economic sphere
  
This victory began 60 years of neocolonial rule.  
In 1903 the Platt Amendment was declared and Guantanamo Bay established (until 1934).

Tomas Estrada (1st president) favored annexation; after a revolt in 1905 the Marines occupied Cuba from 1906-09

Charles Magoon, Minnesota judge, presided over an American provisional government

The U.S. intervened again in 1923 to put down a rebellion; low sugar prices led to unrest

Warren Harding sent Gen. Crowder to Cuba where he ruled from the Battleship Minnesota
  
By the 1920s the U.S. owned 2/3 of Cuban farmland. 
 


8	The sugar workers’ strike took place during the Machado regime.  
There was also a women’s demonstration against Machado 
(no photo).

Gerardo Machado (1871-1939), was President 1925-33.  
His was the most corrupt and brutal governments in Cuba’s history.
He eliminated opponents by throwing them to the sharks in Havana Harbor
He used censorship, repression to quell rebellions.
  
He bribed the military to gain support, outlawed political parties, controlled congress.
  
Poverty increased and lack of food led workers to strike. 


9	Fulgencio Bastista (1901-73) seized power in 1933.

The U.S. supported him and abrogated the Platt Amendment in 1934
  
He ruled through puppet presidents until 1940, then as president from 1940-44 and 1952-59.  

Batista’s regime harbored the mafia (Meyer Lansky, 
Santos Traficante) and crushed any opposition.  
Prostitution catered to American tourists. 
 
He suspended constitutional guarantees, censured the press, and arrested opponents.
  
U.S. Corporations were awarded huge construction contracts in Cuba.  
FDR abrogated the Platt Amendment in 1934.





10	El Congreso Femenino celebrado en 1939 defendió los derechos de la mujer.
“Women workers and peasants”  
“Woman your hour has arrived”
“Struggle for lowering of rents, medicines, and items”

On the eve of the revolution the sugar industry had been stagnant for 30 years, unemployment was high



11	Free Press, Havana, January 1, 1959, Batista flees.



12	July 26, 1953, Castro led an attack on the Moncada army barracks, Santiago de Cuba.  “16th of July Movement”
  
100 men attacked Batista’s troops.  
It failed, and 55 of Castro’s men were tortured and executed.  
Castro and Raul escaped, were captured, and tried.
  
During the trial, he gave his “History will absolve me” speech.  
After his release from jail, Castro went to Mexico in 1953 where he met Che Guevarra. 
 

13	Artillery holes in the facade of the Moncada.


14	Courtyard in front of Moncada, looking toward Sierra Maestra mountains.



15	The Monument to the Martyrs of the 26th of July Movement, Santiago de Cuba cemetery.
 	Castro soldiers who were killed.



16	Fidel Castro Ruz (born August 13, 1926) in the Sierra Maestra mountains.  (age 77)

The son of a landowner,  Fidel Castro married into one of Cuba’s wealthiest families and could have used his law degree to secure a comfortable life among the island’s oligarchy

His father’s estate was 10,000 acres, employed 500 workers
	He received a law degree from the U. of Habana

A strong nationalist, but not communist; he traveled in Latin America, witnessed the assassination of a leftist Colombian politician
People rose up, and authorities fled in terror

He participated in the invasion of the Dominican Republic in 1947 to overthrow dictator Rafael Trujillo


17	The Granma Museum with eternal flame.

December 2, 1956 Castro and 82 men sailed in the Granma from Mexico to Cuba and landed.
   
Castro and 11 men escaped Batista’s attack (including Raúl Castro, Che Guevarra, and Camilo Cienfuegos).  They fled into the Sierra Maestra. 

Batista’s counter-terrorism created more support for Castro and the middle class abandoned Batista—a classic guerrilla tactic is to goad the government into repressive measures to recruit new rebels

Having lost Washingon’s support, Batista fled in 1959


18	The Granma Museum with equipment from the Bay of Pigs invasion.


19	The Granma

20	Che Guevarra and Camilo Cienfuegos moved on Santa Clara in 1958 and captured an armored train (toma del tren blindado) full of Batista troops (museum in Santa Clara). 
  
Che & his men ripped up the track; the train could neither stop nor back up.
  
They threw a molotov cocktail under the train to set fire to its wooden floor. 
 
408 Batista troops fought vs. Che’s 18 men and lost.  Santa Clara was the 1st city liberated from Batista’s army in 1958.
  
In 1959 Cienfuegos’ plane crashed & Cienfuegos’ body was never found. 
 
Castro declared victory from the Ayuntamiento balcony in Santiago de Cuba, January 1, 1959. 
 
21	Car from the derailed train

22	The pueblo of Villa Clara erects this monument to the combatants of the Battle of Santa Clara, July, 1986
Bulldozer used to derail the train

23	Photo of Che Guevarra (1928-67); an Argentine doctor, 
he was a revolutionary theorist

He traveled in Latin America and met the poor, he met Salvador Allende and witnessed the overthrow of Arbenz in Guatemala

He saw revolution as the only remedy for social inequalities in Latin America and advocated peasant-based revolutions

[bookmark: _GoBack]Begín notes, p. 12 on Guevarra’s role in the revolutionary government—sorry I don’t know where this is at the moment

In 1966 Che Guevarra (1928-67), … was captured in Bolivia, and assassinated in presence of U.S. military advisors.
  
38 revolutionaries were killed; in 1997 the remains of 17 were recovered from a mass grave & returned to Cuba.
  
24	Che on Ministry of Interior, Havana
“Hasta la victoria siempre”
25	Same as above
26	Che Guevarra Monument

27	Fidel’s Headquarters, behind the José Martí monument
28	Viva Fidel, Trinidad

29	Principal Political, Social, and Mass Organizations of the Cuban Revolution





PCC (Partido Comunista de Cuba), 
CTC (Centro de Trabajadores Cubanos), 
ANAP (Asociación Nacional de Agricultores Pequeños), FEU (Federación Estudiantil Universitaria), 
FEEM (Federación Estudiantil de la Enseñanza Media), UPJM (Universidad Popular José Martí), 
UJC (Unión de Jóvenes Comunistas), 
CDR (Comité de la Defensa de la Revolución), 
FMC (Federación de Mujeres Cubanas)

30	Government System of the Republic of Cuba
Consejo de Estado			Asamblea Nacional del Poder Popular
Comisiones de Trabajo						Consejo Ministerial			Comité Ejecutivo
Comisiones de Trabajo			Asamblea Prov. Del Poder Popular			Consejo de la Admin. Provincial
Comisiones de Trabajo			Asamblea Municipal del Poder Popular		Consejo de la Admin. Municipal
						Consejos Populares
Circunscripciones	Circunscripciones	Circunscripciones
 Circunscripciones	Delegados y Electores de las Circunscripciones

31	Socialismo o Muerte (postcard)
32	The Revolution – CDR sign

CDRs were organized at local, municipio, & 
provincial levels to deal with counter-revolutionaries;
 
their mission is now vigilance, to obtain resources, 
to control delinquency, they have youth centers, support a home for pregnant women, and other social functions. 
  


33	CDR sign


34	CDR sign

35	Viven Los CDR / The CDRs Live



36	CDR sign
One of the guys at the CDR sign on malecón:  “Socialism is dead.”


37	Comité Municipal, Partido Comunista de Cuba, Remedios
Inside is a portrait of Camilo Cienfuegos

38	Partido Comunista de Cuba, Santiago de Cuba



39	Tank constructed by sugar mill workers from a sugar mill tractor at C. Andreita and used at the Bay of Pigs

The 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion:  
CIA-trained ex-Cubans attacked at Playa Girón, 
Kennedy cancelled the U.S. Air cover and the U.S. was defeated.
The U.S. assumed the Cuban people would rise in revolt; 
	This was a watershed in U.S.-Cuban relations

In 1959, Castro eliminated large plantations, expropriated U.S. property—sugar mills, Texaco, Standard, Shell, electrical & phone companies, Coca Cola, nickel mines


40	Part of U.S. B-52 plane shot down at Bay of Pigs


41	Soviet tank used at the Bay of Pigs



42	Ration Store

1989 the Soviet Union collapsed.  Castro declared a “Special Period in Peacetime” due to loss of sugar sales and purchases of food, petroleum, agricultural inputs, etc.



43	Ration Store



44	David with Libreta:  Ration Store:  
David studied 7 years to be a physical therapist, earns $325/month @ 27 pesos/dollar;
 
he carried a newspaper-wrapped roll in his pocket “for later

I asked how people lived:  “We are not living, we are surviving”; 

you can have an education but there is not enough food to eat, you can have health costs, but medicines aren’t available—they can be purchased with dollars, but he doesn’t have them.
  
He was very critical of Castro:  there is no freedom of speech; “Che worked and worked all the time; Fidel smoked cigars”—he is a dictator.
His comments contradict what we were told by the CDR.  

He said the CDR would never tell the truth, because if they spoke against the government, they would get a black mark against them.

45	Libreta:  
Left page:  Name, ID
Right page:  Ages

46	Left page:  cooking oil (kerosene, alcohol, gas)—
1st line filled in
Right page:  meat, chicken—
Page is blank

47	Left page:  meat		Right page:  birds, fish, eggs

48	Pharmacy

49	Casa de Orientación a la Mujer y a la Familia
Federation of Cuban Women, Habana

50	Meeting with Women at the Orientation House

This house is used for education, classes (mostly for domestic chores), to do preventative work in regard to domestic violence.  Rape is rare in Cuba.
  
Women are well-represented in education, as doctors, the Sec. of Finance, in Poder Popular, etc.
 Many are professionals & contribute economically so there is little domestic violence.
  
Due to medical, education, & other guarantees, there is gender equality.  
Lesbians are accepted.  80-90% of women belong to the FCW.
 
51	Primary Care Clinic, Santa Clara
All medical services are free
52	Lactar es Amar








































53	Emergency Hospital, Santa Clara

54	Maternity Hospital, Trinidad
For those that love life, Without a Condom?  
Don’t think about it!

The clinic is for women with problem pregnancies (recommended by their primary physicians). 
Teenage pregnancy is a problem, but rarely are they under 16.  They do promote birth control.  
Abortion is legal; once 16, a girl no longer needs her parents’ permission.  Adoption is rare.
  
Average family size is 2-3 children.  
In 1971 there were 4000 doctors for a population of 7 million; now there are 40,000 (I think).
 



55	Escuela Vocacional de Arte “Olga Alonso,” Santa Clara
Boy singing and playing guitar


56	Dance


57	Dance against war


58	Same as above


59	Art & Writing Institute, Bayamo

60	Universidad de Habana
Cuba has eliminated illiteracy; everyone has free education through the university



